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based on universal rules for the precise use of particles, and because
it dispenses altogether with the vast battery of tautological verbs
which duplicate the content of every substantive and adjective
in most Aryan languages and in Esperanto. The latter with its
separate flexions for the infinitive, six different participles, three
tenses, and three moods of the verb, number flexion of the
adjective, both number and case flexion of the noun together
with a separate adverbial flexion of the adjective, cannot be a
dangerous, if energetic rival. Esperanto is a concoction of the
schoolroom. It is based on the pedagogue's misconception that
the verb is the most important part of the sentence, and the
pedagogue's predilection for the grosser defects of the Latin
dialects.

Admittedly, Basic English does not fulfil every requirement
of an ideal international language, because the traditional English
spelling which it retains is based on no phonetic principles. This
disadvantage, minimized by the tremendous economy effected
in the definition of its eight hundred and fifty word vocabulary,
is more than balanced by the fact that it provides a quick means
to self-expression in a language spoken by five hundred million
people who enjoy the immense amenity of cheaply produced
books. It would be easy to incorporate in an artificial language
without the last advantage several simplifications. For instance,
a phonetic and reformed Gaelic with the verb to be, used
either substantively alone or copulativdy alone, could dispense
entirely with the need for any other verbs. The progress of Basic
English is assured if it has to compete with no more serious
competitor than Esperanto. Meanwhile, phonetics is the only
constructive branch of linguistics taught in British Universities.
That their official attitude to the linguistic conditions of lasting
world-peace has been consistently hostile is the most poignant
exposure of their claim to foster humane studies.

When we put down the Essay towards a Real Character, the
curtain falls on a drama which ends in a challenge to progressive
thought in every generation, the more so as we become historically
conscious of the social agencies which determine the progress of